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APPOINTMENT INFORMATION
Pediatric Neuropsychology Service
Your child has been referred for a comprehensive Pediatric Neuropsychology
evaluation with Dr. Shelley Heaton at Psychology Clinic located at UF Health &
Shands Hospital. The UF Healthcare system provides important training experiences
developing clinicians and Dr. Heaton closely supervises doctoral students and interns
assisting with these assessments. Dr. Heaton’s clinic provides specialized testing to
children who have developmental or academic problems, and/or medical problems that
impact development and learning. The evaluation involves one-on-one testing with your
child to evaluation their intellectual, memory, attention, language, motor, emotional, and
academic abilities. Results help in planning for your child’s special needs at school or at
Dr. Shelley Heaton
home. The evaluation is very comprehensive and the appointment procedures will include
discussions about the questions and difficulties that your child and family may be facing, including cognitive
changes or health problems, and your own view of what might be helpful. As such, it is essential to have the
child’s primary caregiver (e.g., parent) present for the evaluation.
Your child’s neuropsychological evaluation is very comprehensive and thus requires much of the day
to complete. Your child will be completing tests with the clinician that assesses their cognitive skills in a
variety of areas – you can tell your child that they will be “playing thinking games and solving puzzles, and may
do some school work.” Your child will earn stickers throughout the evaluation day and a prize at the conclusion
of the day for trying their best on the ‘games’. While your child is completing their testing in our evaluation
room, you will be asked to complete questionnaires about your child’s current behaviors and skills. One hour
of the day is set aside for you (as the primary caregiver) to provide more information about your child’s
background and any specific concerns you have about their current functioning. In most cases, the
evaluation appointment takes a full day and will start at 9am. Although some evaluations take less time
than others, please make arrangements for you and your child remain at our clinic until 5:00pm in the
event that the full day is required to complete the evaluation. For evaluations that extend into the afternoon
hours, you and your child will be provided with a short break for lunch (please bring lunch money for use in our
hospital food court or bring a bagged lunch).
Enclosed are forms for you to complete prior to your child’s appointment – please bring the completed
forms to the appointment. If you have any school or medical records, medication information (types and
doses), or reports from prior neuropsychological or psycho-educational evaluations, please bring them to your
child’s appointment.
Should you need to cancel or reschedule, please contact us a minimum of two days before your
child’s scheduled appointment so we may offer the appointment slot to another family eager to get in.
If you have any questions, please contact us at (352) 265-0294. Dr. Heaton’s Pediatric Neuropsychology is
located in the UF Health & Shands Hospital Psychology Clinic located on the Ground Floor of the main
hospital. Please see enclosed map for directions.
We look forward to meeting you and your child at the upcoming appointment!
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